Israel Rios, 52, of Nashua, pauses in between sips from his fruit punch Tuesday at Buckingham Place. Rios is one of a
few dozen veterans living at the transitional housing facility. Rios served in the Army for 12 years and was honorably dis-
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charged in 1975. Since, he had steady work for the postal service and in the maintenance industry. However, in the last |
two years, he has not seen work because of ulcers, chronic pancreatitis and diabetes. This housing opportunity gave |

him time to qualify for assistance from t_he military, some of which he is still waiting for.

On a mission

By DEAN SHALHOUP

© Staff Writer

CONCORD - Having grown up in an
orphanage and a series of 12 different
foster homes, Dave Clark was far from
a naive, sheltered kid when he was
drafted into the U.S. Army at age 19.

But between the horrors he would
soon encounter in Vietnam and the
multiple challenges he would eventu-
ally meet back home, the 63-year-old
Clark has grown to personify the im-

portance of long-term health care for
military veterans.

Now a resident of the New Hamp-
shire Veterans Home in Tilton, Clark
was one of several speakers at the
state’s first Forum on Veterans and
Long Term Care, an all-day conference
for providers in the state’s physical and
mental-health-care fields held Tuesday
at the Concord Armory’s Joint Forces
Headquarters.

Roughly 150 representatives of nurs-
ing homes, adult day service programs,

mental-health agencies and hospitals
listened to experts and traded ideas at
the forum, which stemmed from a Feb-
ruary discussion between state mili-
tary and state officials, according to
Manchester Veterans Administration
hospital director Dr. Marc Levenson,
one of the organizers. :
“We're focusing particularly on the
unique problems that veterans face,”
Levenson said. “We've seen the need
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